Soaring on the Wings of Grace:
The God of Grace

Charles Bauer

e Series: “Soaring on the Wings of Grace: An Aerial View of
Galatians”

e Sermon Title: The God of Grace

e Primary Passage: Various

e Subject: What does the whole of Scripture say about the
Trinitarian nature of God?

e Complement: That He is One in essence, attributes, and
purpose; yet Three and distinct in persons and functions.

e Combined: With regard to the Trinitarian nature of God, the
whole of Scripture says that He is One in essence,
attributes, and purpose; yet Three and distinct in Persons
and functions.

e Main Idea: The Biblical view is that God is both One and
Three at the same time, but in different respects. With
respect to His essence, attributes, and purpose, He is One.
Yet, with respect to Persons and functions, He is Three.



e Message

o The doctrine of God, as monotheism, has been an area
where heresy has abounded, due to the paradoxical
nature of the Triune Godhead.

o A paradox is an apparent contradiction, such as the saying
“The more you learn, the less you know.”

o Objective: That you would know, understand, and be able
to explain the Trininitarian doctrine of God as described in
the Bible is complex but not contradictory.

o Nontrinitarian Views
m Subordinationism

e A belief that asserts that the Son and the Holy Spirit
are subordinate to God the Father in nature and being
e Modern Adherents
o Jehovah'’s Witnesses:

m Deny the Trinity because they think it is
contradictory

m Deny the essential Deity of Christ: Jesus is the
first created being and is “a god”, granted his
deity as a gift after his resurrection, but he is not
the God.

m They mis-translate John 1:1 as follows: “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was a god.”

m The Granville Sharp Rule states “When the
copulative kai ['and’] connects two nouns of the
same case, if the article ‘ho’ ['the’], or any of its
cases, precedes the first of the said nouns or
participles, and is not repeated before the second
noun or participle, the latter always relates to the



same person that is expressed or described by
the first noun or participle ...” [Sharp, Granville
(1798). Remarks on the Uses of the Definitive
Article in the Greek Text of the New Testament,
Containing Many New Proofs of the Divinity of
Christ, from Passages Which Are Wrongly
Translated in the Common English Version.
London. p. 8].

m An accurate translation of John 1:1 is as follows:
“In the beginning was the Word and the Word
was with the God and the Word was (the) God.”

m Deny the personality of the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit is not a person. He is defined as
“Jehovah’s invisible force...that produces visible
results...experienced by men” (Make Sure of All
Things, p. 360).

m Base their doctrine on the Bible, as translated
and interpreted by the founder (Charles Taze
Russell), other JW leaders, and the many JW
publications

o Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (or

Mormonism)

m Modalistic Monarchianism (or Modalism)

e Considers God to be one while appearing and
working through the different "modes" of Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.

e In the Old Testament, God was in Father mode.

e |n the New Testament, God incarnated Himself in
Jesus and changed to Son mode.



o The terms Father and Son are then used to
distinguish between the transcendent mode of God
(Father) and the incarnated mode of God (Son).

e After Jesus ascended, He changed modes to the Holy
Spirit, which describes God in action.

e Modern Adherents
o Oneness Pentecostalism
o World Mission Society Church of God

m Dynamic Monarchianism (or Adoptionism)

e Holds that Jesus was adopted as the Son of God at
his baptism, his transfiguration, his resurrection, or his
ascension.

e Modern Adherents
o Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints —

Strangites (or Strangite Mormonism)

o The notion that it is contradictory to say that God is both
One and Three at the same time is due to faulty logic.

m The law of logical noncontradiction essentially states
that something cannot be both “A™ and “non-A” at the
same time and in the same respect.

e Something can be both “A” and “non-A” at the same
time, but in different respects.

e Something can be both “A” and “non-A” in the same
respect, but at different times.

e Something cannot be both “A” and “non-A” at the
same time and in the same respect.

o The view from the whole of Scripture is that God is both
One and Three at the same time, but in different respects.
m God is One and the same in essence, attributes, and

purpose.



e Deuteronomy 6:4 (ESV)

©)

*Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is

one.

e God is One in essence (Deut. 6:4; Mk. 12:29: Jn.
10:30; Jam. 2:19) as a Being that is
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®)
®)
O
©)
©)

Spiritual (Jn. 4:24)

Invisible (1 Tim. 6:16; Jn. 1:18; Job 9:11)
Living (Jer. 10:10; 1 Tim. 4:10)

Personal (self-conscious) (Ex. 34:6; Nah. 1:2)
Self-Existent (Ex 3:14; Rev. 1:8, Jn. 5:26)
Unchanging (Mal. 3:6; Heb. 13:8; Jas. 1:17)

e God is One in attributes (Jn. 5:18-23), being

©)

Morally Pure (Num. 23:19; Lk. 18:7-8; Jn. 3:33;
Jam. 1:13)

o Emotional (Deut. 4:24; Ps. 47:7)
o Benevolent (all-good/Omnibenevolent) (Ps. 25:8;
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Ps. 100:5; Ps. 116:5; 1 Cor. 1:9; 1 Jn. 4:8)
Relational (all-present/Omnipresent) (Ps. 139:7-10;
Jer. 23:24; Lk. 11:11-13; Ps. 139:7-12
Intellectual (all-knowing/Omniscient) (Psalm 111:10;
Ps. 139:5; Prov. 15:3; 1 Cor. 14:33: 1 Jn. 3:20)
Volitional (Gen. 1:1-2; Gen. 41:32; Hos. 6:6; Deut.
12:5)
Sovereign (all-powerful/Omnipotent) (Lk. 1:37).
m Sovereign (all-powerful) does not mean that God
can do anything.
m God can only do what is in keeping with His
essence, attributes, and purposes.
e Example: God cannot sin (do evil). Not that
there is anything external to Him that prevents



Him from doing so; or that there is a lack of
power to do so. He cannot sin, because it is
not in keeping with His pure character.

m Sovereign is best understood to mean that God
can do what He wants, when He wants, how He
wants, and with whom He wants. He’s God.

e Example: God cannot sin, because He never
wants to sin. He is all-good.
e God is One in purpose (lIs. 46:10; Gen. 1:26, Jn. 5:19;

Jn. 16:13-15) which

o The purpose of the block as a paperweight or a
coaster

o The purpose of God is like the glue that binds
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit together

o |saiah 46:10b (ESV)

m ‘My counsel shall stand, and | will accomplish all
my purpose,’

o Never changes (Matt. 24:35; Jn. 10:30; Jn. 14:7-9)
o Is infinitely perfect (Ps. 5:4; Jas. 1:13-14)
o Is ultimately to Glorify Himself (Is. 43:7; Jn. 12:28;

Jn. 17:1) as the universe’s

m Creator (Gen. 1:1-2:2; Jn. 1:3)

m Sustainer (Col. 1:17)

m Redeemer (Rom. 8:18-23)

m Isaiah 43:7b (ESV)

e ’“...everyone who is called by my name, whom
| created for my glory...."
o This purpose is not narcissistic (Deut. 5:7-9; Isa.
42:8; Isa. 45:5-6; Isa. 48:11)
m Whom else would God rightly glorify?



m It is not narcissistic for Mozart to want the glory
for his Requiem or Van Gogh to want glory for
The Starry Night, is it?

m It is simply the truth.

m Deuteronomy 5:7-9a (ESV)

e “You shall have no other gods before me. ®You
shall not make for yourself a carved image, or
any likeness of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that
is in the water under the earth. °You shall not
bow down to them or serve them; for | the Lord
your God am a jealous God....”

m Yet God is Three and distinct in Persons and functions.
e God is Three in Persons (Matt. 3:16-17; Matt. 28:19):

o The First Person of the Holy Trinity, God the Father
(Gal. 1:1; Eph. 6:23)

m Whenever the word “God” alone is used, it
typically refers to God the Father. (Jn. 3:16)

o The Second Person of the Holy Trinity, God the Son
(pre-incarnate and incarnate Jesus Christ) (Gal.
1:1; Isa. 9:6; Jn. 1:1,14,18; Jn. 20:28; Php. 2:6)

o The Third Person of the Holy Trinity, God the Holy
Spirit (Acts 5:3-4).

m All Three were present at Creation and at Jesus’
baptism; and all Three are referenced at the
baptism of believers
e Creation

o Genesis 1:1-3 (ESV)
¢ 'In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth. °The earth was



without form and void, and darkness was
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of
God was hovering over the face of the
waters. *And God said, “Let there be light,”
and there was light.

o John 1:1-3 (ESV)

o 'In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. ?He was in the beginning with God.
All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that
was made.

e Jesus’ Baptism
o Matthew 3:16-17 (ESV)

o ®And when Jesus was baptized,
immediately he went up from the water,
and behold, the heavens were opened to
him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming to rest
on him; ""and behold, a voice from heaven
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom |
am well pleased.”

e Believer’'s Baptism
o Matthew 28:18-19 (ESV)

o BAnd Jesus came and said to them, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit....”



e God is three in functions:
o The Father functions as the “Planner” (Gen. 1:26;
Jn. 3:16; 1 Cor. 11:3)
m Genesis 1:26a (ESV)

e Then God said, “Let us make man in our

image, after our likeness.”
m John 3:16 (ESV)

e “For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life.”

o The Son functions as the “Provider” (Jn. 1:3; Jn.
10:32; Jn. 17:4; Heb. 7:23-28)
m Proceeds from the Father (Jn. 8:28-29; 17:1-4)

e John 8:29 (ESV)

o #“And he who sent me is with me.”

m Created all things, at the command of the Father

(Jn. 1:1-3)

m Accomplished the purposes of the Father as the

Messiah (Jn. 17:4) who

e John 17:4 (ESV)

o *| glorified you on earth, having
accomplished the work that you gave me to
do.”

e \Was conceived in human form by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary in Bethlehem (Lk.
1:26-38; 2:4-7)

e Lived approximately 33 years on earth

m Is fully divine and fully human (Jn. 1:14; Jn. 8:58;

Php. 2:6-7)



e One man with two distinct natures (divine and
human)
o John 1:14a (ESV)
o “And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us....
e Forever con-joined (united) but not confused
(made unclear or indistinct; jumbled)
e Jesus’ spiritual nature was fully divine and his
physical nature was fully human.
m Lived a sinless life
e Fulfilled the Jewish Law (Mat. 5:17)
m Was crucified for the sins of humanity
e Willingly died on a cross (Jn. 10:17-18; Eph.
9:295)
e As a substitutionary sacrifice (Heb. 9:14, 28)
e Once for all humanity (Jn. 3:16; 1 Tim. 2:6;
4:10; Heb. 7:27)
e In order to
o Satisfy divine justice for sinful humanity (1
Peter 2:24; 3:18)
o Redeem undeserving sinners in self-giving
love (Mark 10:45)
o Ultimately restore nature (Rom. 8:21,23)
m Physically died (Rom. 8:34)
m Was buried (Lk. 23:53)
m Was bodily/physically raised from the dead on the
third day (Lk. 24:7,46)
m Ascended into heaven (Lk. 24:51)



m Returned to His pre-incarnate, heavenly position
(Jn. 6:62; 14:12) "at the right hand of God" (Mark
16:19)

m Since His incarnate birth, Jesus, is and will ever
be the God-man (Heb. 7:23-25; Lk. 24:36-44,
Acts 1:9-11)

e Though we do not understand the complexities
of His glorified state, He is somehow capable
of remaining human, while exercising His
divine capabilities

m Is our advocate (Rom. 8:34), no longer limiting
the use of His divine attributes (omnipotence,
omniscience, omnipresence)

m Will return to fully establish His Kingdom and
judge the earth (Matt. 25:31-46; 1 Thess.
4:16-17; Rev. 1:7; Heb. 9:27-28)

o The Holy Spirit functions as the “Enabler” (Gen.
1:1-2; Matt. 12:28; Lk. 4:1, 14, 18; Acts 1:8; 1 Cor.
12:4,7,11; Eph. 3:16)

m Genesis 1:1-2 (ESV)
¢ 'In the beginning, God created the heavens

and the earth. The earth was without form and
void, and darkness was over the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over
the face of the waters.

e The word “hover” conveys “a sense of gentle
movement or protective oversight. It is used to
describe a motion that is tender and nurturing,
akin to a bird hovering over its young. This
word is employed in contexts that suggest



care, protection, and the impartation of life or

energy.”

(https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7363.htm)

m Matthew 12:28 (ESV)

e 2%“But if it is by the Spirit of God that | cast out
demons, then the kingdom of God has come
upon you.”

m Acts 1:8 (ESV)

e %But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

m 1 Corinthians 12:4,7,11 (ESV)

e “‘Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit...”To each is given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common good..."'All these are
empowered by one and the same Spirit, who
apportions to each one individually as he wills.

m ‘Proceeds” from both the Father and the Son (Jn.

15:26; Jn. 20:22; Gal. 4.6)

e John 15:26 (ESV)

o *“But when the Helper comes, whom | will
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will
bear witness about me.

m Works to glorify Christ and bring the purposes of
the Father to fulfillment

e In relation to sinners
o Convicting (Jn. 16:8-11)

o Regenerating (Titus 3:5)



e In relation to saints
o Indwelling (1 Cor. 6:19; Gal. 4:6; Eph.
1:1-14)
o Sanctifying (Jn. 14:16,26; Rom. 15:16; 1 Cor.
6:11)
o Empowering to grow in knowledge, love, and
service (Jn. 16:13-15; 1 Cor. 6:11; Rom.
8:5-15, 26; Gal. 5:16-26; 2 Tim. 1:14).
o Leading (Jn. 16:13; Rom. 8:14; Gal. 5:18)
m Indwelling versus Filling of the Holy Spirit
e Indwelling/Anointing/Baptism
o Happens at the point of conversion (Mk. 1:8)
o Is permanent and the deposit guaranteeing
our inheritance (Eph. 1:14)
o |s for our own assurance, encouragement,
intercession, conviction (Rom. 8:16)
e Filling/Coming Upon
o |s temporary (Acts 2:4; Acts 13:9)
o Is not a guarantee of salvation (Num. 24:2-9;
1 Sam. 10:9-11)
o Is for achieving God’s purposes in the
moment (Lk. 1:67; Acts 2; Acts 4:8; Acts
13:9;
o Is desired by God for every moment, but
influenced by the believer’s choices (Eph.
4:30; Eph. 5:18; 1 Thes. 5:19)
o Main Idea: The Biblical view is that God is both One and
Three at the same time, but in different respects. With
respect to His essence, attributes, and purpose, He is



One. Yet, with respect to Persons and functions, He is
Three.

o We will never, at least this side of heaven, fully understand
the intricacies of the Holy Trinity.

o But, the one thing | do want you to remember is that it is
not contradictory to think of God as One and Three at the
same time; because God is One in some respects and
Three in others.

o Why does this matter?

o Because the deeper our understanding of who God is, the
deeper our faith in Him can become.

o And if we don’t understand that the concept of the Trinity is
a rational and logical concept, then the enemy will use that
to sow seeds of distrust in God’s Word and in God,
Himself.

o My desire is to pull up those roots of distrust and instill
greater confidence in your faith.



